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3 T'The argumentum ad ignorantiam or argument from ignorance is usually defined as a type of
argument of the following form: proposition A is not known (proved) to be true (false), therefore A

is false (true). ; Walton, Douglas, 1999, pp.367-377.

4 Irving M. Copi and Carl Cohen, 1990, pgl17.
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The argument from ignorance is a reasonable (nonfallacious)
argument, but is a weaker type of inference than a deductively valid
inference. It is a plausible or presumptive type of inference, in the
sense of Rescher (1976), which rests on a major premise that is not
strictly universal, but states how things normally or usually can be
expected to go (subject to exceptions). ’
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It has not been established that all the true propositions in D are
contained in K. A is a special type of proposition such that if A were
true, A would normally or usually be expected to be in K.

AlisinD.

Alis notin K.

Forall Ain D, A is either true or false.
Therefore, it is plausible to presume that A is false (subject to further
investigations in D).8

Douglas J74 A SO HAM 2 A& 73 DL _E R Emse ( © seignyeh= Bl T gk
= HESE ) o HEMHEL > WERIERMRADEIAE "R HUEDE
b TR THEL S Copi (N ETR - BAERE T o MRy 1 " AIsk  HYAHE
HMZIEA T EHRE - Rtk Douglas FEH M0 /H IEAR 2 —TEELE Sy

7 Walton, Douglas, 1992, P.386.
8 Walton, Douglas, 1992, P.386.
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It would seem that the argumentum ad ignorantiam is a reasonable
argument where it functions as a strong abductive argument, i.e., an
“argument to the best explanation”: under certain circumstances, the
non-existence of something provides the best explanation why there
is no evidence for it. In that case, one may be allowed to presume,
though not assert, that it does not exist. In such circumstances, one
could maintain that the fact that there is no evidence for P is evidence
that not-P. Scientists often refer to such absence of evidence as
“negative evidence.”
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® TUnderstood specifically as the non-occurrence of perception, anupalabdhi can only prove that
things that are not perceived in a situation where their perception, if they existed, would be inevitable,
can be cognitively, linguistically and physically treated as non-existent. ; Kellner, Birgit, and John

Taber, 2014, P.730.
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10 T'We believe that this will show that Vasubandhu is arguing along the same lines in both works,
by means of an argument from ignorance, against the existence of a self in the
Abhidharmakosabhasya, and against the existence of objects outside of consciousness in the
Vimsika. , Kellner, Birgit, and John Taber, 2014, P.734.

11 T'We have been talking about Vasubandhu’s argument against the existence of a self in his
Abhidharmakosabhdsya 1X as an argument ad ignorantiam, an argument which derives the non-
existence of some entity from a lack of evidence for it, or, in other words, from its non-apprehension. |

Kellner, Birgit, and John Taber, 2014, P.727.

12 T Similarly, in Vimsika vv. 1 - 7, the main point is arguably that there are no reasons to postulate
external objects of perception, as a number of facts that are usually explained by them can also be
accounted for through mere-cognition. Thus, one may see this part of the text as the first stage of an
argument from ignorance; namely, none of the three accepted pramanas, inference, scripture, or
perception, attests to the existence of such objects, therefore they do not exist and all " this | is
mere cognition. ; Kellner, Birgit, and John Taber, 2014, P.740.

13 TInthe following verses, vv. 8-15, Vasubandhu sets aside this objection, and hence also the idea
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that scripture provides evidence for the existence of objects. This would, then, be the second stage

of his argument from ignorance.| Kellner, Birgit, and John Taber, 2014, P.741.

14 TVasubandhu’s criticism of atomic realism does not amount to the denial of an extra-mental

world. Instead, it means only that he refuses to conceive the extra-mental world in terms of atomic
realism...... Therefore it would be unreasonable to think that VVasubandhu’s criticism of realism is
meant to deny the existence of an extra-mental world. ; Kochumuttom, T. A., 1989, P.181.
15 CBETA, T31, no. 1590, p. 76, b15.5& 30k - 1B —a)sh g Rl A HAVEE = » 2 Kellner £
Taber fy/NgEER - SEERL RAEIT X EREZ B SRS S o A (MERRTamER) & 0 JRER
TEEE LT o RUILRTRE - JeiiEtA - TIERFE - 187 HEE - IEHIFE - | CBETA, T43, no. 1834,
p. 998, ¢22-23 - (HIZHNEMILES - BEE T TR - NI 2 B NSO EeRE
16 TThat is to say, something exists if at least one of the pramanas can provide evidence for it;
something does not exist if no pramanas provides evidence for it. Only after one has shown that
none of the pramanas — inference, scripture, or perception — provides evidence for the existence of
objects can us safely conclude that there are none. ; Kellner, Birgit, and John Taber, 2014, P.743.
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20 [n fact, as | have argued elsewhere, the two forms of the arugment are closely related, but the
first usually turns on the second.” Tillemans, T. J, 2008, P.63.
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